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BECMNPELEOEHTHbIA OTBET TPATEOUN
UNPRECEDENTED RESPONSE TO TRAGEDY

O.T. TIONbCKUMU, k.1
(I'YIT MocHIIO «Padon»)

B 26 anpens ncnonxHunocb 20 net aBa-
pun Ha YepHoObinbckoii ADC. Ceoumn
BOCMNOMMHAHNAMU O COOBLITUAX TOro
BPEMEHMU C YMTaTesIIMU Hallero XypHa-
Jla nogenuscsa 3amMecTuTeslb reHepanb-
Horo gupektopa YN MocHMNO «Papon»
Oner NOJIbCKUNA.

or/Ia TMPOM30IIIa YePHOOBITLCKAsT KaTtacTpoda, s
pabotan B MuHUCTEPCTBE 3ApPaBOOXpPaHEHMUS
CCCP. 4 He npereHIyi0 HM Ha OCOOYI 3HAUM-
MOCTb (DaKTOB, M3JOKEHHBIX B 3TOM MaTepuajie, HU Ha
TOYHBIN XpOHOJOrnyeckuii mopsinok. Ilpocto xouy pac-
CKazarb O MEePBbIX, CAMBIX CJIOXHBIX MecsILaX pabOThl rOCy-
JTAPCTBEHHBIX OPraHOB M MEAWIIMHCKUX CIIYKO0, 3HaUeHUE
KOTOPBIX B TEX 0OCTOATELCTBAX TPYAHO MEPEOIICHUTD.
YepHoObLIbCKAsA Tpareaus MmorpedoBajia OT rocyaap-
CTBa OCYILECTBJIEHUST KPYITHOMACIITAOHBIX MEPOTIPUATUI
U COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIX DPELIEHUH KaK TEeXHUYECKOTO
IJ1aHa, TaK M Kacarouluxcsl UCIOIb30BaHUS HAaKOIJIEHHO-
TO0 MEAMKO-CAaHUTAPHOTO OITbITA, HATTPaBJIeHHBIX Ha 00ec-
rneyeHre 6e30MacHOCTH JIMKBUAATOPOB aBapuM U Hacele-
HUSI OTPOMHBIX TEPPUTOPUIL CTPAHBbI.

BECCOHHBIE HOYW, TPEBOXXHbIE AIHU

VKe Xonuiu pasHble CIyXu, HO OUIIMATIbHBIX CO00-
1eHui o karactpode eme He Ob1o. B ammaparte
MunzapaBa CCCP olryTu/iim BCIO €€ TSKEeCTb C TOTO
MOMe€HTa, Korjga B 6-10 KiimHnueckyio GOJbHUIY Hadaau
MocTyInarh nocrpagasiive padoTHuku YADC u moxap-
Hble, TYLIIMBIIME OTOHb Ha cTaHLMK. [TepBylo momMonis UM
okazanu 26 u 27 ampenst MeArnepcoOHal 3IpaBITyHKTa
YADC u 6puranbl CKOpO MOMOIIIU, a TAKXKE CPOYHO MPU-
ObIBILIasi U3 MOCKBBI IpyIlina MeIUKOB CaMO BBICOKOM
KBaIM(pUKALIAN.

Cpazy nocne karactpodbsl B CCCP coznmanu IlpaBu-
TEJLCTBEHHYI0O KOMUCCHUIO MO JMKBUAALIMU MOCIEACTBUIA
aBapun Ha YADC u [1paBUTEIbCTBEHHYIO MEIUIIMHCKYIO
KOMUCCHIO.

27 ampenst B YepHOOBLTL MPUOBLIN WieHbI [TpaBUTEh-
CTBEHHOIT KOMUCCUU IO JIMKBUALIMY MOCIEACTBUI aBapyu.
[To ee pelieHMIo ObLIa OCYyIIECTBIEHA OecIpelieIeHTHAsT TT0
MaciuTabaM M cpokaM 3BaKkyallusl HaceaeHust U3 30-Kuio-
METPOBOI1 30HBI, Tipuieratoieii K ADC. B 3To Bpems mioT-
HOCTb 3arpsi3HeHUs1 HEKOTOpbIX yaull [Ipunsity iionom-131
yxe coctaisiia 30—200 mxKu/M?. B Ge3omacHbie paifoHbI
ObUIM 3BaKyupoBaHbl 0osiee 100 Thicsu yenoBek. Kak moka-
3aJ11 JJaJIbHE11I1e COOBITHS, 3Ta Mepa CTajla OHOM U3 BaxX-
HEUIMX 17151 TpeloTBpallieHs TepeodydeH s HaceeHUsI.

BE3OMNACHOCTb OKPY>KAIOLLEWN CPEAbLI

0.G. POLSKY, Candidate of Medicine
(SUE SIA Radon)

B On April 26, it has passed 20 years
since the Chernobyl accident. Oleg
POLSKY, Deputy General Director of
SUE SIA Radon, recollects the events
of that period.

t the time of Chernobyl accident I was working at the

USSR Ministry of Healthcare. I do not claim that the

acts I remember are of special importance, or that
give them in the right chronological order. I just want to tell
about the first and the most difficult months for the state
structures and medical institutions, whose role in those grave
circumstances can not be overestimated.

The Chernobyl tragedy required large-scale government
actions, revolutionary decisions, both technical and involv-
ing the accumulated medical and sanitary experience; deci-
sions, aimed to secure the safety of both the emergency work-
ers and the people living on large territories of the country.

TROUBLED DAYS, SLEEPLESS NIGHTS

Rumors were already circulating, but no official state-
ment about the catastrophe had been made. The USSR Min-
istry of Healthcare realized its severity, when Clinical Hospi-
tal 6 started to receive the injured NPP employees and fire-
fighters who had been extinguishing the fire at the station. On
April 26 and 27, these people received first aid from the Cher-
nobyl NPP health unit workers and emergency teams, as well
as a team of highly qualified medical workers who had
urgently arrived from Moscow.

Immediately after the catastrophe, a Governmental Committee
for the Liquidation of the Chernobyl Accident Consequences, and
a Governmental Medical Committee were set up.

On April 27, members of the Governmental Committee for
Liquidation of the Accident’s Consequences arrived in Cher-
nobyl. The Committee sanctioned an unprecedented in scale
and timeframe evacuation of the population from a 30-kilo-
meter zone neighbouring the NPP. At that moment, the con-
tamination of some of the Pripyat streets by iodine-131
already amounted to 30— 200 mcCi/m?. Over 100,000 people
were evacuated. As further events showed, this step was vital
for the prevention of the population’s overexposure.

Within the first three days a huge work was carried out to
arrange medical help: only 12 hours had passed after the
explosion, when all the residents of Pripyat received mass
iodine preventive treatment, and later this treatment was given
to the total of 5,400,000 people. Steps were also taken to
arrange sanitary and hygienic control, coordinate the activities
of medical services of the Transport Ministry, Civil Aviation
and other bodies, and a cordon safety system was constructed.
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B nepBbie Tpu AHs ObLIa Ipojesia-
Ha orpoMHasi paboTa 1o opraHM3aluu
CaHUTAPHO-TUTHEHUYECKOIO KOH-
TPOJISI ¥ MENUITMHCKOM MOMOIIH. Y3Ke
yepe3 12 yacoB mocje B3pbIBOB JUIS
Bcex xuresieit ropona INpumnsitu mpo-
BEJIM MAacCOBYIO MOJIHYIO TTpoduiIak-
TUKY, U B JAJIbHEHUILIEM 3Ty NPOLEAYPY
MPOLLIX B OOLLEH CIOXHOCTU 5 MJIH
400 Tpicsay yenoBek. Hamanuau B3au-
MOJEMCTBUE MEIMLMHCKUX CIYXO0
MIIC, rpaxaaHCKOi1 aBUallu U APY-
rux BegoMcTB. [locTpounn KopaoH- 1
HYIO CUCTEMY 3aLLUThI.

30 anpenst B KueBe MUHUCTp 31pa-
BooxpaHeHuss CCCP mnoanucan mpu-
Ka3 O MOpsIKE OpraHu3alu MeInKOo-
CaHUTApPHBIX MEPONPUSITHI B 30HE
aBapuu M Ha TIPWIETAIOLINX TePPUTO-
pusX. DTO OBLI MEPBBIN O(PULIUATHHBI
JIOKyMEeHT MWUH3IpaBa, CBSI3aHHBIN C
Karactpodoit. A 1 Masg cocTosuioch
nepBoe 3acenanuve IlpaBUTENbCTBEH-
HOIl MeaulMHCKOW Komuccuu. K
3TOMY BpeMEHHU paaualimoHHast oocTa-
HOBKa 3HAYMTEJIbHO OC/IoKHWIAch. [J1aBHas 3amaya paboThl
KOMMCCUM 3aKkjioyanach B MPOBEACHUN MEIMKO-CaHUTap-
HBIX MEPOMPUATHUI, HampaBJIeHHBIX Ha obecreyeHue
panyMalMoHHONM 0e30MacHOCTM M MaKCUMAaJbHOTO CHMXKeE-
HUST YpOBHEW OOJydeHMs] HaceJIeHMsI, TPOXKMUBABIIETO Ha
npwieraoiein K YADC TeppuTopuu U B MOCTPANABLIMX
paitonax YCCP, BCCP, PCOCP (B oOuieit cl1oxXHOCTU
17,5 MH yestoBeK), a TakxKe JIUL, MPUHUMABIINX HETTOCPEI-
CTBEHHOE yJyacTve B IMKBUAALIMU MOCIEACTBUI aBapuHu.

B 3ane kosuterun MuH3apaBa, rae NPoOXOAWIM 3acena-
HUS, TIOCTOSTHHO PabOTajli TPYMITBI CITEIIMAINCTOB 3TOTO
BenoMcTBa, lockomrunpomera, AH CCCP, [ocarpornpoma,
IlItaba rpaxaaHckoit obopoHbl CCCP, MuHOOOpOHBHI,
MpoWIbHBIX MUHUCTEPCTB U BEAOMCTB. Bpems cyTok He
MMeJIO JUISl HUX 3HAYeHUSsI: IeHb JId, Beuep, HOUb — C 3TUM
HUKTO He cuuTasics. Ciofa cTekagach Bcsl MH(popMalus o
panuanmonHoi oocraHoBke Ha YADC u B 30- KumoMeTpo-
BOIi 30HE, C TEPPUTOPUIA, ITOABEPTIIUXCS PATUOAKTUBHOMY
3arpsI3HEHMIO, a TakKKe 00 00beMe MeIULIMHCKOU MOMOIIH
MOCTpaAaBIINM, CAHUTAPHO-TUTMEHUYECKUX MEepOTpusi-
TUSIX, 2(PHEKTUBHOCTU Je3aKTUBALIMOHHBIX paboT. Crona
Ke rmoctynuio u nepsoe coobieHne MocHITO «Pagon» o
npoieaieM B MoOCKBe «MOTHOM J0XIE». DTO JIEHCTBU-
TEJBbHO OKAa3aJ10Ch MPaBIO.

noa XXECTKUM MEOULUUHCKUM KOHTPOJIEM

[epBast Henetst pabOTHI KOMHCCHU OblTa O4eHb HAIIPSI-
JKEHHOM, TaK KaK (hopMUpOBaHUE TO30BOTO TTOJIST OIpee-
JISJIOCh TMHAMHUKOW BBIOPOCOB PamMOaKTHBHBIX BEIIIECCTB
13 aBapUITHOTO 0JI0KA, METEOPOJIOTUUYECKOI 0OCTaHOBKOI
B 30He YADC M HampapjieHHeM ABUXKEHUS] BO3MYLITHBIX
macc. Ha 3acepanuu 10 masg TockoMruapoMeT npeacTaBUL
00O0OIIEHHYIO KapTy paaualuOHHONW OOCTaHOBKHU, TOe
HaIJISIIHO TEMOHCTPUPOBAIOCH PACIIMPEHHE MacCIITaboB
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[] K 27 anpens nnoTHOCTb 3arpsi3HeHUs OTAENbHbIX ynuy, MpunaTtu
nopom-131 yxe coctaenana 30—200 mkKnu/m?. B 6e3onacHbie paiio-
Hbl OblM 3BakyupoBaHbl 6onee 100 Tbic. yenoBek. Kak nokazanu
AanbHelilwmne coObiTUA, 3Ta Mepa cTajia O4HOI U3 BaXXHeWLIuxX ang
npepoTBEpallLeHns nepeodsiy4yeHus HaceneHus.

By April 27, the density of radioactive contamination by iodine-131 of some
of the Pripyat streets was already 30-200 mcCi/m?. Over 100,000 people
were evacuated. As further events showed, this measure became vital for
overexposure prevention.

A\ Jesaxmusayus meppumopuu eokpye Yeproowirvckot AIC, 1986 e.
Decontamination of the territory aroung the Chernobyl NPP, 1986

V. Josumempuueckuii konmpons 6 paiione 4-20 snepeodroxa
Yeproovirvckoit ADC, 1986 e. / Radiological monitoring in the area
of Unit 4 of the Chernobyl NPP, 1986

On April 30 in Kiev, the USSR Minister of Healthcare
issued an order on the medical and sanitary operations in the
accident zone and the adjacent territories. This was the first
official document of the Ministry of Healthcare connected
with the accident. And on May 1 the first meeting of the
Governmental Medical Committee took place. By that time,
the radiation situation had become more complicated. The
most important goal of the Committee was to conduct medical
and sanitary operations that would provide radiation safety
and drastically reduce the exposure level for the residents of
the area adjacent to the Chernobyl plant, and also in the
affected areas of Ukraine, Belorussia and Russia (in total,
about 17.5 min people), as well as workers who took part in
cleaning up the consequences of the accident.

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY

®omo: B. 3ygaposa, B. Penura (UTAP-TACC) / Photo by V. Zufarov and V. Repik (ITAR-TASS)
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U TIOBBIIIEHWE YPOBHSI 3arpsI3HEHUST MECTHOCTU. DTO
COOOIIIEHNE 3HAYUTEIbHO TMOBIUSIO HAa HaTbHEHIIYIO
paboTy MO OLIEHKE MacIITa0OB aBapuM U MCIOJIb3YeMbIX
CPelICTB M3MEPEHMI, a Takke YHUDUKALUWIO MoJayu B
MPaBUTEJbCTBO MHGMOPMALIMU O CTENEHU 3arpsi3HeHUst
TEPPUTOPUIA CTPAHBI.

CrnoxwuBlasicsl paaualiMoHHasi 00CTaHOBKa MOTpe0o-
BaJjla MPUBJICUYECHUST 3HAYNTETHLHOTO KOJMUYECTBA Crielra-
JINCTOB B 00J1aCTU 3ApaBOOXPAHEHMSI, B TOM UUCIIE U yue-
HbIX. BpUTO 3amelicTBOBAaHO OKOJIO 7 ThIC. Bpaueil U Hayd-
HBIX COTPYAHUKOB, 13 ThiC. pAOOTHUKOB CPEeTHETO 3BEHA U
WTP. Iloa KOHTPOJIb MEAMKOB ObLIN B3ThI BCE PAOOTHI 11O
JIe3aKTUBALIMM HaCeJIEHHBIX MTYHKTOB, JOPOT, Pa3IMUHBIX
CTPOEHUU M COOPYXEHWU, TpaHCHOPTHBIX cpeAcTB. W
5TOT KOHTPOJIb OBLI JOCTATOYHO XECTKUM U 3((PEeKTUB-
HbIM. Bo3HUKIIIME y YacTM HaceJeHUs] TCHUXOdIMOIIMO-
HaJIbHAs1 HAMPSKEHHOCTD U panrodo0us Takke noTpedo-
BaJId MPOBEJACHMUSI CIIELIMATIbHBIX MEPOTIPUSITUIA.

IMo3nHee, B MioHE, OBIJIO MPUHSTO PEIIEHUE OPTaHU30-
Batb B Kuese, MuHcke 1 Mockse crie-
LIMATM3UPOBaHHbIE JUCIIAHCEPDBI, KO-

In the Assembly Hall of the Ministry of Healthcare, a group
of specialists of the Ministry, together with representatives of the
State Committee on Hydrometeorology, the USSR Academy of
Sciences, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Civil Defense Head-
quarters, the Defense Ministry, other ministries and structures
worked continuously, day and night. All the information on the
radiation situation at the plant, in the 30-kilometer zone and
the contaminated territories around it, as well as the data about
the amount of medical help given to the victims, sanitary and
hygienic operations and the efficiency of decontamination
work, was coming into the Assembly Hall. It was there that the
Moscow Radon sent the first message about the “iodine rain”
that fell in Moscow. This information proved to be true.

UNDER STRICT MEDICAL CONTROL
The first week of the Committee’s activities was very tense,
as the radiation dose field was formed by the dynamics of
radioactive emissions from the destroyed NPP unit, the mete-
orological situation in the NPP zone and the direction of the
air mass movement. At the meeting on
May 10, the State Committee on Hyd-

TOpbIe OBbI BEJIM HAOTIOMCHNE 3a JTIOIb-
MU, TIOABEPTIIMMHUCS PATHALTIOHHOMY
BO3NIEHCTBUIO, a TaKXKe JIeUeOHYIO U
KOHCYJIBTAaTUBHYI0O paboTy. YXke K
KoHILy 1986 roma MeInKy 00CIe 10BN
696 ThIC. yenoBek (13 Hux 215,3 ThIC.
neteit). C mpoUIaKTUIECKOM LIeJIbI0
W JUIT YTOYHCHUSI IMAarHO30B, BBISIB-
JICHHBIX TIPY METIOCMOTPAX, a TAKKe 110
JINYHOMY OOpALLEHUIO TPAXKIaH ObLIO
MPOBE/ICHO CTallMOHAPHOE 00CIeI0Ba-
Hue 37,5 ThIC. 4YeJIOBEK, BKJIOUast
12,6 TBIC. IETEIA.

CPO4YHO TPEBYIOTCH HOPMbI
Peanusanmss MHOTMX TEXHUYECKUX

] B nukenpaumm nocnencreunii
aBapuu y4yacTBOBaJji0o OKOJIO
7 TbiC. Bpayei U Hay4HbIX CO-
TPyAHUKOB, 13 ThiC. paGOTHNKOB
cpepgHero 3BeHa u UTP. Mop
KOHTPOJIb MEOUKOB OblIN B3ATbI
BCe paboTbl MO Ae3akTuBauuun
HaceJIeHHbIX MYHKTOB, AO0pPOr,
pPa3NnyHbIX CTPOEHU N COOopY-
XX€HUN, TPAHCMOPTHbIX CPEeACTB.

Some 7,000 doctors and re-
searchers, 13,000 of medical
personnel and technicians were
engaged in liquidation of the
accident’s consequences. Medi-
cal workers controlled all the
operations of deactivating towns,
roads, buildings and structures,

rometeorology produced a map of radia-
tion situation which proved that the scale
and level of radioactive contamination
was growing. This news determined fur-
ther actions on accident assessment and
the use of measuring equipment. It also
helped to unify the information on the
contamination degree submitted to the
USSR Government.

The radiation situation required
help of a great number of healthcare
specialists and scientists. Some 7,000
doctors and researchers, 13,000 of
medical personnel and technicians
were engaged. Medical workers con-
trolled all the operations of deactivat-

acreKToB JIMKBUAALWUMU TIOCTIEICTBUI
aBapuy HaIpsIMyIO 3aBUCeEJIa OT pele-
HUl 1 pekoMeHaauuii [lpaBurtenb-
CTBEHHOW MEAMIIMHCKON KOMUCCUU. OHU B CJIOKUBILIMXCS
00CTOSITENIbCTBAX JABAIMCh MHOM pa3 «c aucTta». I HauBHO
ObLIO OBI TTOJIaraTh, YTO BCE MOMIET TIANKO. ..

TpeboBanu KOppeKTUPOBKU AEHCTBOBABIINE B TO
BpeMsi HOpMaTHBHO-IPABOBbIE aKThl, KOTOPbIE HE ObLIN
YEeTKO COPUEHTHMPOBAHbI Ha CJIOXMBILIYIOCS CUTYAlLMIO.
HyxHo 6bLJIO CPOUHO BBECTHM BPEMEHHbIE HOPMATHBBI.
K paszpaboTke Takux JAOKYMEHTOB ObLIM MPUBJICYECHDI
HamuoHanbHast KoOMHUCCUsI IO pajuallMOHHOMN 3aliuTe
npu MunsapaBe CCCP (HKP3) u psia crienmanuctoB B
obJlacTu paguallMOHHOM rurueHsl. Kak nmokasanao Oyay-
1iee, OrpOMHYI0O POJib B MaKCUMaJbHOM CHUWXKEHWU
YPOBHEI BHEIIHETO U BHYTPEHHETO 00Jy4eHus HaceJe-
HUS U JIMKBUAATOPOB ChIrpajid HOPMATUBbBI, BBEACHHbIE
B HavyaJbHBIN MEPUOJ YCTpPaAaHEHHUS TMOCIEACTBUN aBa-
puu. beiniu pa3zpaboTaHbl KPUTEPUU OIS TPUHSTHUS
pemieHMii 00 3BaKyallMd HaceJeHUs U3 MeCT uX
MOCTOSITHHOTO MPOXMWBAHMSI, YCTAHOBJIEHbI BpeMEHHbIE
JNOTIYyCTUMbIE YPOBHU COIEpXKaHUs pPaguoaKTUBHOIO

and transport.

BE3OMNACHOCTb OKPY>KAIOLLEWN CPEAbLI

ing towns, roads, buildings and struc-
tures, and transport. The psychic and
emotional stress and radiophobia that
people suffered from also required special measures.

Later, in June, it was decided to set up special health cen-
ters in Kiev, Minsk and Moscow that would observe people
who had been affected by radiation, treat and consult them.
By the end of 1956, healthcare specialists had examined
696,000 people (including 215,300 children). For the sake of
prevention and to specify the diagnoses made during medical
examinations, another 37,500 including 12,600 children
were examined in hospitals.

REGULATIONS NEEDED URGENTLY

To realize many of technical aspects of cleanup of the
accident’s consequences, the Governmental Medical Com-
mittee had to make swift decisions and give recommenda-
tions on the spot. It would be naive to think that all of them
were equally successful.

The regulations and legislative acts that were in force at
that period did not meet the situation and had to be
amended. It was necessary to introduce time norms into
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iio/la B TUThEBOU BOJIE, OCHOBHBIX TMUILEBBIX MPOITYKTAX
U TI0 CyMMapHO# 6eTa-aKTMBHOCTHU; JOMYCTUMbIN ypo-
BEHb OOJIYUEHUS JJIs JIUL, HEMOCPEICTBEHHO y4acTBYIO-
WX B TUKBUAALIMU MOCIEACTBUI aBapuM, a TAKXKE Bpe-
MEHHbIE TOMYCTUMbIE YPOBHU OONIEro OOJIy4YeHUs IJIs
HaceJICHUS Ha MEPBBIM O MOCJIE aBapUu.

OcHOBHasl 4aCTb HOPM, BOILEIIINX B 9T JOKYMEHTHI,
pa3pabaTbiBajiach U OOOCHOBEIBaJach MPAaKTUYECKU B
CUMTAHHBIE YaCHI.

UCTUHA U MOJTUTUKA

Mexmy TeM prOaBUINCh HOBBIE 3a00ThI: MUP Y3HaJ O
Tpareiuy, U WHOCTPAHHbIE MPEICTaBUTEIbCTBA CTaIA
aKTUBHO MHTEPECOBAThCS MPOUCHIEAINM. 3a pyOoexoM
M0-pa3HOMY OTHEeCIUCh K YepHOOBUILCKOI aBapuu: MHO-
rue mnpejiaraiyd CBOK IOMOLLb, HO ObUIA U TE€, KTO HE
CKpPbIBAJI OTPULIATEILHOTO OTHOLIEHMSI K Hallleil cTpaHe.
Cneuumanuctet MUJla u MuH3apaBa HEOZHOKPATHO
BCTPEYAINCh ¢ MHOCTPAHHBIMU JTUTUIOMaTaMu M MHDOP-
MMPOBAJIM UX O MaciuTabax aBapuu, €€ MOCIEICTBUIX U
Xole paboT MO JMKBUIALIMK, OTBEYAJM Ha BOIPOCHI U
JlaBaJiid MOSICHEHUsI K MH(pOopMaluu, nMetonieics B pac-
MOPSIKEHUHU 3apy0esKHBIX CITyXkO0.

OcTpo BCTasl BONPOC U O MPOBEACHUU MEXAYHAPOI-
HO BeJIOCUTIEAHOM TOHKM, KOTOpasl J0JKHa Obljia cTap-
ToBaTh B KueBe Bo BTOpoil nekame mas. B MuH3npase
YKpauHbI TPOILLIO KPYITHOE COBELlIaHKe IO 3TOMY BOIPO-
cy. B pesynbraTe ocTpoit IMCKYCCHUM TOHKY BCE XK€ pellu-
JIU HE OTMEHATh. HeMalloBaxkHY10 poJib 3€Ch ChIrPajo TO
00CTOSATENbCTBO, YTO pemyTalys aTOMHOW 3HEPreTUKU
MoIIaTHYJach. A 3T0 BOJIHOBaIO yxke He ToJbko CCCP...

Torna, B KueBcKoi rocTuHMLe «MOCKOBCKas», 1 HEO-
KUIAHHO BCTPEeTWJI Tpymny crnenuanuctoB MocHITO
«Pamon» Bo raBe ¢ Miropem Co6oJieBbIM, MMPUOBIBIINX Ha
yKpauHckylo 3emito. [loab3ysch ciaydaem, s1 00palliaioch
CO CJIoBaMM 0JIarOJapHOCTU KO BCEM, KTO y4acTBOBaJ B
JukBuaanuu aBapuu Ha YADC, B ToM uncie u paboTHU-
kam «PagoHa». Jlionu He 3a0yayT UX MYXKECTBa U CaMOO-
TBEP>KEHHOCTH.

...J1Ba Mecsua mpoJetesn MmuroM. Io Hakamy u ocTpo-
Te pelaeMbIX BOIPOCOB OHM, KOHEYHO, ObLIM HauboJjiee
3HauMMBIMH. [locitenytoniee Moe yJacTre B 3TOi padboTe,
KOMaHIMPOBKY KaK B 30HY O€ICTBUIi, TaK U B pailOHBI,
TOABEPTILINECS 3arpsiI3HEHUIO, KOHEYHO, OCTABUJIM HEU3-
rJaguMble BrieyamieHus. MMeHHO Torna y MeHsl CJOXU-
JIOCh Y1 OY€Hb BBICOKOE MHEHME O LIEJEYCTPEMIEHHOCTU U
OMNEepPaTMBHOCTU HEKOTOPBIX KPYMHBIX TOCYyIapCTBEHHBIX
JesTesieil, ¢ KOTOPBIMU JOBEJIOCh BCTPEYaThCs.

ITo npoiectBum AByX JieT B KreBe cocTosiiach Hayu-
Has KoHpepeHuus ¢ yuactueM 310 Beayux crieiiiaim-
ctoB CCCP, 60 yueHbIX U3 23 cTpaH MUpa, IpeacTaBUTE -
neit MATATD, MexnyHapogHOTO KOMMUTETA IO paaua-
LIMOHHOM 3anuTe, BceMupHoit opraHu3anmm 31paBoox-
paHeHus. [lo egWHOOYIIHOMY MHEHWIO JeJIeTaTOB
(opyMa, COBOKYMHOCTb KPYIMHOMACIITaOHBIX Mep IO
9BaKyalluM HacejieHus, JieueOHO-TIpoduIaKTUuIeCKUe,
CaHUTAPHO-TUTUEHUYECKUE U MEPOMPUATUS TeXHUYe-
CKOTO IJIaHa CBeJIM K MUHUMYMY BO3MOXHbIE OTIaJeH-
HbI€ MOCJIEACTBUS TSKEJIOM paiuallMOHHONM aBapuu.
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them immediately. A number of specialists in radiation
hygiene and the National Commission on radiation protec-
tion of the USSR Ministry of Healthcare were involved in
this work. As the future showed, the regulations introduced
in the first period of liquidation of the accident played an
enormous part in reducing the levels of internal and exter-
nal radiation exposure of the population. These norms were
the criteria for making decisions about evacuation of peo-
ple from the places of their permanent residence; temporary
permissible levels of radioactive iodine content in drinking
water and food and of the summary beta-activity; the per-
missible level of exposure for persons taking place in liqui-
dation of the accident’s consequences; temporary permissi-
ble levels of the population’s total exposure a year after the
accident.

It took practically hours to work out and justify the bigger
part of the regulations included into these documents.

POLITICS AND TRUTH

In the meantime, new concerns arose: the world had
learnt about the tragedy, and foreign diplomatic missions
began to take an active interest in the events. Other coun-
tries demonstrated different reactions to the Chernobyl acci-
dent: many offered their help, but there also were some, who
showed a hostile reaction. The Foreign Ministry and
Healthcare Ministry officials had regular meetings with for-
eign diplomats and informed them on the scale of the acci-
dent, its consequences, liquidation operations, and also
answered questions and commented the information provid-
ed by foreign mass media.

There was an international bicycle race scheduled in Kiev
for the second decade of May. The Ukrainian Healthcare
Ministry had a meeting devoted to this problem. After a heat-
ed discussion it was decided not to cancel the race. The deci-
sive argument was that the damaged reputation of the nuclear
industry had to be restored, and many other countries besides
the USSR were concerned.

At that time in the Moskovskaya Hotel in Kiev I ran into
a group of Moscow Radon specialists headed by I.A. Sobolev,
that had arrived in Ukraine. I would like to thank everyone
who took part in the liquidation of the Chernobyl accident,
including Radon specialists. People will never forget their
courage and selflessness.

Two tense months rushed by, full of hard decisions, and
enormous pressure. My further participation in liquidation
operations at the Chernobyl NPP, trips to the zone of accident
and contaminated districts were hard to forget. I have a very
high opinion of the determination and efficiency of high-
ranking officials that I met there.

After two years had passed, at a scientific conference in
Kiev our job was assessed by 310 leading specialists from
the USSR and 60 scientists from 23 countries, IAEA, the
International Radiation Protection Committee and World
Healthcare Organization representatives. Their opinion
was unanimous: the large-scale evacuation of certain pop-
ulation groups, as well as preventive measures and med-
ical treatment, together with sanitary, hygienic and techni-
cal activities minimized the consequences of a severe radi-
ation accident.

ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY





